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TKMS students were transported to a Japanese garden filled with
vivid pink and white cherry blossoms all around and above them.
The trip wasn’t real of course. But the virtual reality headsets made
it feel as if the students were actually in the Japanese garden. 
The students used Virtual Reality headsets and programs as part of
Mary Francisco’s exploratory computer class. Thanks to grants
from Great Lakes Energy, Thornapple Area Enrichment
Foundation, and the Wilson H. Craig Fund through the BCF
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Filmmaking, photography, inspections, precision surveys, and
agriculture are just a few of the uses for drones today.  These local
students are learning about technology and will be our future
innovators.  This is why William Renner's  Hastings Middle School
students are creating hands-on solutions while learning to fly drones
in his class.  Using a grant to purchase drones, controls, and obstacle
courses, the students apply math concepts, create flight plans, and
complete reports with problems, solution and information obtained
in the process. 

Empathy is a superpower for any
scientist, and girls can use this to
someday be future technology and
science innovators.  Providing
opportunities to all students in
science, technology, and math will
help with future innovation. This is
why Wilson H. Craig wanted to
make sure students have what they
need to try the latest technology or
learn through experiments and
hands-on problem-solving. If kids
like STEM, they'll be the
innovators and teachers of the
future. 

 INNOVATION SUPERPOWER 
Activating  girls in STEM

It's especially exciting when girls are encouraged and mentored in the
classroom. Justine Kramer, Hastings High School Science Teacher,
received a $3,000 grant from BCF to ensure every student will have a
hands-on, safe experience in her class.   

In a learning environment,  fruit, vegetable, and pollinator gardens can
help to develop appreciation and respect for nature.  Using QR codes to
label the plants, students use technology to identify all the plants and
monitor the process.  Science teacher, Shaun Davis. appreciates the BCF
grant for supporting the garden club. In the past, the Wilson H. Craig fund
provided Davis with milkweed seeds used for real-life observations of 
 butterfly crystalises.  

TKMS GARDEN CLUB GROWS 
The Science of Stewardship

Francisco purchased
eight headsets with
hand controllers. The
program also
received a library of
educational
explorations for the
students.


